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Keynote address on:

Cultural Perspectives in Study of Childhood Development and Family Life

Abstract

The study of childhood, the care of children, and family life has largely been guided by theories
and methods developed in Mainstream Developmental Psychology. Practical applications of
these principles and processes have largely placed children developing in other cultural
contexts at a disadvantage. There is an urgent need to re-imagine developmental processes as
culturally situated, since development always takes place in context. In this presentation, I will
discuss how theoretical shifts in the study of childhood can help build a culturally meaningful
study of children and families. The presentation will be based on my long-standing research

experience with Indian families from the northern regions of the country.



